
Description: 

Discoaster robustus HAQ, 1969 

Fig. 7 - Discoaster robustus HAQ, n. sp. Eight 
robust short rays joined throughout their length 
and placed at a high angle with the vertical 
axis. Holotype negative SM 18/20. x 12000. 

Dis coaster 
robustus 

Diagnosis: Eight or nine short robust rays joined throughout their length and placed at a high 
angle with the vertical axis to form a pyramid-like structure. 

Description: Usually eight short thick rays which are placed at a high angle along the vertical 
axis and joined throughout their length so that the body of the asterolith gives a pyramid-like 
appearance. The rays become thinner upwards and are curved downwards at the tips to form 
a crown which corresponds to the corolla-like spreading out of the crystals of the stem in Di
scoaster barbadiensis TAN SIN HoK. In this species, however, no differentiation can be made 
between the body of the discoaster and the stem. The rays enclose a central depression which 
continues to the convex side. This species seems to be closely related to D. barbadiensis as some 
variants of the latter suggest (text-fig. 1 ). 

Dimension of holotype: diameter 6.5 fl., height 4.2 fl.· 

Type level: 

Eocene. 

Type locality: 

Tertiary core m the Central Pacific Ocean. 

FARINACCI 1973 - VI/83 



Remarks: 

Depository: 

Fig. 1 - Possible morphological relationship between Discoaster barbadiensis 
TAN SIN HoK and Discoaster robustus n. sp. A : Discoaster barbadiensis with 
a comparatively more concave stem-side with thinner and less robust rays, 
and almost every ray extending to form the stem. The crystal-ends of the 
stem sharp pointed. B: A variant of D . barbadiensis with less concave stem
side and comparatively shorter and more robust rays, every alternate ray 
forming the stem, the crystal-ends of which curve downwards in corolla-like 
manner - a form morphologically intermediate between D . barbadiensis and 
D. robustus. C : D . robustus with short robust rays placed at a high angle 
along the vertical axis, elimination of the alternate rays so that they are re
duced to half the number of D. barbadiensis, and corolla-like spreading of the 
crystals at their upper tips. Due to the pyramidal shape of the discoaster no 

clear distinction can be made between the body and the stem. 

Collection of the Geological institution, University of Stockholm. Holotype: Negative Number 
SM 18/20. 

Author: 

Haq, U. Z. B., 1969, p. 12. pl. 5, fig . 7; text-fig. 1 C. 
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